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Study on Altamont Corridor Rail Project  
State-of-the-art electric trains could speed passengers from Stockton to San Jose in 1 hour  

 
Stockton, CA – A new study will look at transforming the Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) into a 
modernized system with faster, more frequent, and more reliable intercity passenger rail service and better 
regional connections. In the future, Altamont Corridor Express trains could speed passengers from the San 
Joaquin Valley to Silicon Valley faster than ever before. The trip from Stockton to San Jose, which now takes 
over 2 hours on ACE, could be cut to about 1 hour.  
 
Diesel locomotive-hauled trains could be replaced with state-of-the-art electric trains that are faster, cleaner 
and greener. The study will look at a proposed system that would allow quick intercity trips between regions, 
commuter access to job centers, and easy connections to local transit systems, BART and California’s High-
Speed Train network. 
 
Public scoping meetings will be held November 10 through 18, 2009 to solicit input on potential train routes, 
station stops, community priorities, and environmental issues. 
 

Public Scoping Meetings 
Altamont Corridor Rail Project 

3:00 - 8:00pm Open House 
 
November 10 
Robert Livermore 
Community Center 
4444 East Ave. 
Livermore, CA 

November 12 
San Joaquin Council of 
Governments 
555 E. Weber Ave. 
Stockton, CA 

November 17 
Fremont Teen Center 
39770 Paseo Padre 
Parkway 
Fremont, CA 

November 18 
Le Petit Trianon 
Theatre 
72 North Fifth St. 
San Jose, CA 

 
Public input is being invited to help identify potential routes and stations for this proposed rail project in an area 
extending from Stockton to San Jose via the Altamont Pass. Station stops along the way could be located in 
Tracy, the Livermore / Pleasanton area, the Fremont / Union City area, and Milpitas. Later a branch out to 
Modesto may also be a possibility. 
 
The Altamont Corridor Rail Project could create a key link to optimize performance of the regional intercity rail 
network, facilitating faster travel between the Bay Area, Tri-Valley, San Joaquin Valley, Central Valley, and 
Sacramento area. Strategic connections to BART (such as at the planned "BART-to-Livermore" extension) 
could provide easy access to Oakland, Oakland International Airport, and San Francisco.   
 
With top speeds on the Altamont Corridor at 150 miles per hour or higher, the project would be compatible with 
the California High-Speed Train system, which will operate at up to 220 mph in the Central Valley. This will 
provide greater flexibility and potential for joint-use of the rail corridor.  This could allow Altamont Corridor 
Express trains to run from Merced to San Jose, for example, or from San Jose to Sacramento – utilizing High-
Speed Train infrastructure from Sacramento to Merced. 
 
The development of the Altamont Corridor Rail Project as a complement to the Statewide High-Speed Train 
System is consistent with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Bay Area Regional Rail Plan, 
which identified the Altamont Corridor as a key future northern California regional rail route and also noted that 
development of this corridor in conjunction with implementation of the Statewide HST System could provide 
benefits to the state and the region. 
 
Some funding will be provided by the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (operator of the existing ACE 
service) and additional funds for planning, engineering, and construction will be pursued from various sources. 
Proposition 1A, approved by California voters in 2008, lists the Altamont Corridor as eligible for funding with 
California's High-Speed Rail bonds. Also, the State is requesting federal "stimulus" funds per the American 

CONTACT: 
Dan Leavitt / 916-322-1397 
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Recovery and Reinvestment Act that could be applied to project planning and environmental review. 
 
"At speeds of 150 mph, the Altamont Corridor Rail Project could move people through the region efficiently and 
help jump start high speed economic recovery for our area,” said Cathleen Galgiani, Assemblywoman.  
 
Construction of the Altamont Corridor Rail Project could create up to 120,000 direct and indirect jobs, while 
operation of the Altamont Corridor could stimulate up to 60,000 permanent jobs in the Northern California 
economy. While unlocking the region's economic potential is critical, the system can also help create a more 
environmentally sustainable future by reducing greenhouse gases and facilitating smarter, more compact land 
use and development patterns around train stations.  
 
The California High-Speed Rail Authority and Federal Railroad Administration have agreed to lead a formal 
environmental review process under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The public scoping meetings will kick off that process and allow 
opportunities for early community input. Comments also can be submitted in writing by December 4, 2009 to 
Dan Leavitt, Deputy Director, California High-Speed Rail Authority, Attn: Altamont Corridor Rail Project, 925 L 
Street, Suite 1425, Sacramento, CA 95814, via fax (916) 322-0827, via email at comments@hsr.ca.gov, or 
through the website www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov. 
 
The Altamont Corridor Partnership Working Group is a driving force for this project, providing vital leadership 
and technical expertise. The group includes the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission, California High-Speed 
Rail Authority, San Joaquin Council of Governments, Sacramento Area Council of Governments, California 
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley, Great Valley Center, Tri-Valley Regional Rail Policy Advisory 
Committee, Alameda County Congestion Management Agency and the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission, along with service providers including Altamont Commuter Express, BART, SamTrans, Capitol 
Corridor, and Caltrain. The Working Group recognizes the importance of the corridor for meeting urgent 
transportation needs and has defined goals, objectives and basic parameters for the project.  The Working 
Group will continue to guide the project during the planning process. 

 
# # # # 

 
Find more information at www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov. For high resolution digital images, please call 
(415) 955-2938 or email Kim Christensen at kim.christensen@aecom.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission and California High-Speed Rail Authority are co-sponsors of the Altamont Corridor  
Rail Project. 

Future Altamont Corridor Express Visual Simulation  Altamont Corridor Rail Project



NEWS ADS 

Paper 
Publication 

Date 

The Independent  29‐Oct‐09 
 second run  5‐Nov‐09 
Tri‐Valley Herald  2‐Nov‐09 
 second run  5‐Nov‐09 
Tracy Press  31‐Oct‐09 
 second run  4‐Nov‐09 
The Record  2‐Nov‐09 
Central Valley Business Journal  30‐Oct‐09 
The Modesto Bee  2‐Nov‐09 
Manteca Bulletin  30‐Oct‐09 
The Fremont Argus, Hayward Daily 
Review, Oakland Tribune, Tri‐
Valley Herald and Alameda Times 
Star 

2‐Nov‐09 

Mercury News  2‐Nov‐09 
The Bilingual Weekly  1‐Nov‐09 
La Oferta   6‐Nov‐09 
Contra Costa Times  22‐Oct‐09 

 











 
 
A speedier ACE train? 
 
STOCKTON  
November 9, 2009 12:29pm  
 
•  Speeds up to 150 miles per hour  
•  Might add a Modesto connection  
 
The Central Valley’s Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) train service, which connects Stockton to Silicon Valley, 
might get faster trains – possibly zipping along at 150 miles per hour -- under proposals beginning to surface 
thanks to the state’s bullet train project. 

ACE and the California High Speed Rail Authority, which is in charge of the proposed bullet train between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, are undertaking a “corridor improvement project” as part of the statewide high speed 
rail project.  

The corridor project would upgrade the ACE service on a separate, dedicated passenger track and may ultimately 
be fully grade-separated, electrified and compatible with the high-speed train equipment. The future Altamont 
Corridor Express could speed commuters from the Central Valley to the Silicon Valley faster than ever before — 
cutting the current two-hour plus trip down to about one hour. A link to Modesto is also a possibility, says ACE.  

ACE trains now rent track time from Union Pacific railroad, which uses its tracks for freight trains. It is not 
unusual for ACE passenger trains to sit idle as freights rumble on by. The delays can quickly escalate to multi-
hour ordeals, making commuters late to work or delayed in returning home.  

The corridor improvement project will have community meetings to get input from those impacted on the 
potential alignments, designs and station concepts.  

The two initial public meetings are:  

• Tuesday, from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore  

• Thursday, from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., San Joaquin Council of Governments building, 555 E. Weber Ave., Stockton  
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Public meetings begin on  
bringing high-speed rail to  
the Livermore Valley  
  
By Jeanine Benca
Contra Costa Times  
  
Posted: 11/11/2009 04:45:26 PM PST  
  
Updated: 11/11/2009 05:24:20 PM PST
LIVERMORE -- "Imagine a train that can whisk you  
from Stockton to San Jose in about an hour."  
  
That enticing hook -- which manages to sound  
both avant-garde and reminiscent of the exciting,  
early days of the American railroad at the same time  
-- appears in a new brochure for the Altamont  
Corridor Rail Project.  
  
Those who have never heard of the project will have  
plenty of time to get up to speed on it.  
  
The first in a series of public open houses to kick  
off an environmental study for the rail system was  
held Tuesday at the Livermore Community Center.  
Other meetings are planned this month in Stockton,  
Fremont and San Jose.  
  
Envisioned is a world-class passenger train system  
linking the San Joaquin Valley with the Silicon  
Valley, with possible stops in Stockton, Tracy,  
Livermore/Pleasanton, Union City/Fremont, Milpitas  
and San Jose. A branch that would extend as far as  
Modesto could also be considered in the future,  
officials said.  
  
The project -- funding for which is likely to come  
from a variety of local, state and federal sources --  
is part of a much larger vision to connect the entire  

state with high-speed trains. Still, the project is a  
long ways off: The environmental review is expected  
to conclude in 2013; construction would follow,  
pending available funding.

High-speed rail has long been a dream in  
California, but money for it was nonexistent until  
last year. The passage of Proposition 1A allocated  
$9 billion in state bond funds for the development  
of an 800-mile, statewide rail network between San  
Francisco and Los Angeles. The funds can also be  
leveraged to secure federal matching funds to make  
the state's high-speed rail dream a reality, officials  
say. A final price tag for the statewide project is  
expected to be much higher than the bond amount.

The California High-Speed Rail Authority and the  
Federal Railroad Administration are leading the  
environmental study for the Altamont Corridor Rail  
Project, which will examine a variety of route and  
station alternatives from the Valley to San Jose, said  
Dan Leavitt, deputy director for the California High- 
Speed Rail Authority. The San Joaquin Regional Rail  
Commission has allocated an unspecified amount of  
seed money from local resources. In addition, the  
state has applied to the Federal Railroad  
Administration for federal stimulus money that could  
be applied to the project, he said.

Officials also hope the Obama Administration will  
provide additional funding in future transportation  
bill reauthorizations. "The Obama Administration  
has been very vocal in its support of high-speed  
rail" as a means of improving mass transit and  
combating environmental problems, Leavitt added.

The Authority and the Altamont Commuter Express  
(ACE) are partnering on the project, which would  
improve, and eventually replace, the existing ACE  
system, officials say.

ACE, which is operated by the San Joaquin Regional  
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Rail Commission, currently is the only public transit  
option for San Jose-bound commuters living in the  
Valley. Its trains must share tracks with freight  
trains, severely limiting their speed and frequency.  
  
The proposed system would feature passenger-only  
trains with speeds of up to 150 miles per hour in  
places.   
  
Reach Jeanine Benca at 925-847-2125.  
  
IF YOU GO
The environmental review process has just begun  
for the Altamont Corridor Rail Project. The public is  
invited to comment at a series of open house  
meetings this month around the Bay Area. All  
meetings will all be held from 3 to 8 p.m. Nov. 12,  
at the San Joaquin Council of Governments, 555 E.  
Weber Ave., Stockton Nov. 17, Fremont Teen Center,  
39770 Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont Nov. 18, Le  
Petit Trianon Theatre, 72 North Fifth St., San Jose   
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ACE: To San Jose in 55 minutes 
Corridor competes for high-speed rail bonds 
 
The Altamont Commuter Express  could mark its 20th anniversary by running 
hourly, pollution free trains that would cut the current trip between Stockton and 
San Jose down from two hours and 10 minutes to as little as 55 minutes. 
 
That is the targeted end result of the Altamont Corridor Rail Project. The initial 
scoping meetings – conducted open house style - includes a gathering Thursday, 
Nov. 12, from 3 to 8 p.m. at the San Joaquin Council of Governments offices at 
555 E. Weber Ave. in Stockton. The meeting is designed to provide answers about 
possible routes, issues to be discussed in the environmental impact analysis, and 
to gather input on what community priorities should be for the project. 
 
Proposition 1A – California’s High-Speed Rail Bond Act passed in 2008 – expressly 
designated the Altamont corridor as being eligible for money generated from bond 
sales. The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission is hoping to combine that with 
local, state, and federal money to build the project. What may jump start it are 
stimulus funds being made available by the Obama Administration. 
 
The main corridor being studied would run from Stockton to San Jose with 
potential stations in Tracy, Livermore, Pleasanton, Fremont or Union City, Milpitas, 
and San Jose. There are two branch alternatives that pass through Manteca with 
one paralleling East Highway 120 to Escalon and then paralleling the Santa Fe 
tracks into Modesto and the other going through Manteca along the Union Pacific 
corridor  and ending up in Modesto. The branch line would have a station in 
Modesto. 
 
There are no stations planned either in Lathrop or Manteca. That reflects the need 
to move the trains at speeds in excess of 150 mph compared to the 79 mph ACE 
trains now run. The density on this side of the Altamont Pass isn’t high enough to 
have more stations and be effective. However, the scoping meetings could 
generate input that could change that. 
 
The high speeds are obtained, in part, by dedicated grade-separated tracks. That 
will mean greater public safety and no local traffic delays. 
 
The new tracks will also be separated from freight tracks which mean there would 
be no delays.  The trains currently run – diesel locomotives pulling standard bi-
level passenger coaches. The new trains would be streamed lightweight electric 
multiple-unit trains with reclining seats and work stations. 
 
Currently there are four trains running each way daily that go west predominately 

dwyatt@mantecabulletin.com 
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in the morning and east predominately in the afternoon. The new tracks and trains 
would provide hourly service in both directions all day long with extra trains during 
rush hour. 
 
The timeline calls for the final design of the system to be complete by November 
2014. Construction could start in 2015 providing funding is available. 
 
ACE currently has connections with Amtrak, Caltrain, the Capitol Corridor, and 
Valley Transportation Authority Light Rail. The new train would have additional 
connections to BART, future California High Speed Trains and future Dumbarton 
Rail. 
 
The proposed California High-Speed Rail corridor comes up from Los Angeles 
through San Jose to San Francisco. Option corridors run through the San Joaquin 
Valley through Escalon and the other through Manteca and then Lathrop on the 
way to Sacramento. 
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Saturday, Nov. 14, 2009

City snubbed on Bay Area rail link
Modesto is being snubbed as transportation officials lay ambitious plans for electric trains linking the Valley to 
the Bay Area, a city councilman says.

State leaders courted Stanislaus County votes when pushing a high-speed rail bond a year ago. And a map 
showing an expansion for Altamont Commuter Express trains shows potential spurs to either downtown Modesto 
or the Amtrak station east of town.

"Is there a reason Modesto and Stanislaus County were excluded?" said Modesto Councilman Garrad Marsh in a 
letter to the Altamont Corridor Rail Project. -- The Modesto Bee 
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Studies Underway On 3 Rail Projects 

By The Independent 
    Nine potential routes for a BART extension to Livermore were studied in the environmental impact report, which was released last week.

    The Rail Policy Group heard a presentation last Friday on the pros and cons of each of the routes. After a series of public hearings, the goal would be 
to identify a preferred alignment.

    Criteria include level of ridership, congestion relief, economic benefits, and the potential for transit oriented development (TOD).

    In addition to a BART extension, two other rail projects are in the planning stage. One is the high speed rail, which is considering an Altamont route. 
The other is the ACE train.

    In conjunction with the BART extension review, the City of Livermore is holding workshops to take  public input on what the five potential stations 
could look like.

    Of the nine routes, the alignment down I-580 with stations at Isabel and Greenville was the least costly at $3.1 billion and showed the greatest 
increase in ridership at 31,700. However, there was limited potential for TOD. Another option to reach the Greenville terminus would be along 580 to 
El Charro Road, through the quarry area and into downtown Livermore.

    Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hosterman made it clear that her city would object to any routes that were on the eastern edge of Pleasanton.

    Councilmember Jerry Thorne suggested that the maps make clear which routes go through Pleasanton. He objected to them being labeled only 
quarry routes.

    The options with the most TOD potential included the downtown Livermore stop and a station at Vasco Road. There are two.The first goes down 
El Charro, through the quarry and into downtown. The second follows 580 to Vasco Road.

    There were three possibilities with only one station. One would provide for a subway on Portola into the downtown. A second would route the 
tracks along along 580 to El Charro and end at Isabel and Stanley Blvd. The third would go down 580 ending at Isabel. These options represent 
phasing potential, according to Bill Hurl, who spoke for BART. He said all three had the potential to continue to either Vasco Road or Greenville Road.

    The cost of seven of the routes includes a maintenance yard at a half a billion dollars. There are also new vehicles needed to make sure there 
is adequate capacity to carry the expected increase in ridership. Hurl commented that the last real number of about $1 billion for the full expansion did 
not include the yard, the cost of new vehicles and assumed that I-580 would be prepared in advance for BART.
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    Currently, there is about $120 million available for the project. Those funds would be used for planning and engineering work.

    Hosterman voiced her support for the extension down 580 to Greenville. “It has the shortest travel time, the largest number of new riders and it 
is cheaper. That makes sense to me.”

    No other member of the policy group expressed a preference. Supervisor Scott Haggerty suggested that staff rank the alternatives on the basis 
of negatives and positives. He also felt that the ridership projections were too low.

    The numbers are based on current land use designations. They do not include the potential for increased development around the stations.

    Dennis Fay of MTC stated that perhaps going down I-580 to subway Portola, then downtown and on to Vasco Road would provide an alternative 
where “we get all the benefits.” While this option was not studied specifically, all of the routes mentioned are included in the EIR.

    Public hearings on the draft EIR will be held at 2 p.m. Nov. 18 in the Livermore City Council Chambers and Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center.

    The comment period for the EIR ends Dec. 21, 2009. Written comments can be submitted to BART Planning Department, 300 Lakeside Dr., 
Oakland, CA 94612, attn: Malcom Quint or to info@barttolivermore.org.

STATION WORKSHOPS

    Livermore is taking input on the development of the five potential stations. They are at Isabel and 580, Isabel and Stanley, downtown Livermore, 
Vasco Road and Greenville Road.

    They will all be held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Shrine Event Center, Livermore. The first is Nov. 12. This will be a presentation on TOD. The 
second on Dec. 10 will focus on community goals and how they match with the stations. The final one on Jan. 21 will deal with architecture and design.

HIGH SPEED RAIL

    The California High Speed Rail Authority is beginning a study of an Altamont Rail Corridor option. Scoping sessions on the initial environmental 
review are underway.

    Dan Leavett from the authority, said that no specific alignment had been selected. The spur to Livermore would go from Stockton over the Altamont 
to the Tri-Valley, Fremont and possibly connect with Caltrain. The construction timeline would be determined by funding availability.

    He commented that the project has the potential to transform the existing ACE service into a robust intercity and commuter service with frequent 
trains operating in both directions all day long.

    The high speed rail trains would not travel at 150 mph as projected in more open areas. They will travel at 100 mph or less.

ACE TRAIN

    A new study will look at transforming the Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) into a modernized system with faster, more frequent, and more 
reliable intercity passenger rail service and better regional connections. The trip from Stockton to San Jose, which now takes over 2 hours on ACE, 
could be cut to about 1 hour.

    Diesel locomotive-hauled trains could be replaced with state-of-the-art electric trains that are faster, cleaner and greener. The study will look at 
a proposed system that would allow quick intercity trips between regions, commuter access to job centers, and easy connections to local transit 
systems, BART and California’s High-Speed Train network.

    Public input is being invited to help identify potential routes and stations for this proposed rail project in an area extending from Stockton to San Jose 
via the Altamont Pass. Station stops along the way could be located in Tracy, the Livermore / Pleasanton area, the Fremont / Union City area, 
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and Milpitas. Later a branch out to Modesto may also be a possibility.

    With top speeds on the Altamont Corridor at 150 miles per hour or higher, the project would be compatible with the California High-Speed Train 
system, which will operate at up to 220 mph in the Central Valley. This will provide greater flexibility and potential for joint-use of the rail corridor.

    The development of the Altamont Corridor Rail Project as a complement to the Statewide High-Speed Train System is consistent with the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Bay Area Regional Rail Plan.

    Some funding will be provided by the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (operator of the existing ACE service) and additional funds for 
planning, engineering, and construction will be pursued from various sources. Proposition 1A, approved by California voters in 2008, lists the 
Altamont Corridor as eligible for funding with California’s High-Speed Rail bonds. Also, the State is requesting federal “stimulus” funds per the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that could be applied to project planning and environmental review.

    The California High-Speed Rail Authority and Federal Railroad Administration have agreed to lead a formal environmental review process under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The public scoping meetings will kick off that process 
and allow opportunities for early community input. Comments also can be submitted in writing by December 4, 2009 to Dan Leavitt, Deputy 
Director, California High-Speed Rail Authority, Attn: Altamont Corridor Rail Project, 925 L Street, Suite 1425, Sacramento, CA 95814, via fax (916) 
322-0827, via email at comments@hsr.ca.gov, or through the website www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov.
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News 
'SUPER ACE' RAIL PROJECT TOUTED 

IT COULD BE FUTURE CONNECTOR TO HIGH-SPEED LINE 

 
By Zachary K. Johnson 
November 13, 2009 
Record Staff Writer 

STOCKTON - Improvements to the local rail system could cut travel times between Stockton and San Jose in half, 
expand commuter rail to Sacramento and Modesto and make San Joaquin County a regional link to the proposed 
state bullet train. 

The Altamont Corridor Rail Project is still in the nascent planning stages, but transportation officials say it is in a 
good position to connect into the proposed California high-speed rail system, which has been touted as an 
environmentally friendly and fast way to connect northern and southern California. 

The connector project, if realized, would mean more than reduced travel times for the Altamont Commuter Express 
trains. It also would mean less chance for delays by putting the commuter system on tracks not shared with freight 
trains. 

A "super ACE" could also piggyback on the main high-speed rail spine from Sacramento to points south, possibly 
hitting cities such as Lodi or Elk Grove, where the bullet train isn't scheduled to stop. 

"It will ultimately lead to the implementation of a world-class railroad," said Dan Leavitt, deputy director of the 
California High Speed Rail Authority. 

Leavitt and others were on hand at an open house Thursday in downtown Stockton as part of the environmental 
review process and an early way for the public to get involved in the process. 

Stockton is one of the stopping points for the main high-speed line. For the Altamont project at this point, neither 
the exact route nor the stops along the way have been determined. But Tracy and Stockton were among the two 
possible stops. Study and design is expected to take years, and construction could begin in 2015, if it has funding, 
according to rail officials. 

More commuter routes means more riders, more trains and more flexibility for those - commuters or not - 
considering the train instead of driving, said Brian Schmidt, director of planning and programming for the San 
Joaquin Regional Rail Commission, which owns and operates ACE. 

"The more flexibility you give people, the more likely they are to choose the (rail) system," he said. 

Last year, voters approved a $10 billion bond measure to pay for a state high-speed rail system. Assemblywoman 
Cathleen Galgiani, D-Livingston, authored legislation that opened up the Altamont Pass corridor to high-speed rail 
funding. Also, a request for money to study the new corridor is among a long list of requests from California for a 
piece of $8 billion in federal economic stimulus money available for high-speed rail transportation. 

The trains traveling through the pass would eventually change, said project manager Brent Ogden, vice president 
of Oakland's AECOM. They would range from lightweight diesel locomotives to electric trains to full-fledged, high-
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speed trains, which are also electric, he said. However the high-speed trains won't be able to reach their top 
speeds - which exceed 200 miles per hour - along the Altamont route. 

San Joaquin County has always been the connecting point between the San Joaquin Valley and the Bay Area, said 
Andrew Chesley, executive director of the San Joaquin Council of Governments, the regional transportation 
authority. The Altamont project makes sense and he said it is likely it will get the needed funding. 

"I think the Altamont is as sure a thing as the High Speed Rail Authority has," he said. "This could be as important 
to San Joaquin County as (Interstate 5) was in the 1960s and '70s." 

Contact reporter Zachary K. Johnson at (209) 546-8258 or zjohnson@recordnet.com.  
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ACE train revamp under consideration
by TP staff 
11.08.09 - 08:15 am 

Planners of a high-speed train that 
would link the Central Valley to the 
Bay Area by revamping the Altamont 
Commuter Express are looking for 
input. 
 
The train would run from Stockton to 
San Jose, with possible stops in Tracy, 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Fremont or 
Union City and Milpitas. There might 
also be a stop in Modesto. 
 

The Altamont Corridor Rail Project will have open house meetings Tuesday 
evening in Livermore and Thursday evening in Stockton. There will also be 
meetings Nov. 17 in Fremont and Nov. 18 in San Jose. 
 
“It’s a dialogue, basically,” California High-Speed Rail Authority spokeswoman 
Kris Deutschman said. 
 
According to a mailer, the Altamont Corridor Rail Project would largely be paid 
for with money approved by voters through Proposition 1A in 2008. Planners 
have also requested federal stimulus money for the project. 
 
The mailer claims that the new ACE system would cut travel time from Stockton 
to San Jose by as much as an hour and connect to Bay Area Rapid Transit. The 
new ACE would also feature lightweight electric trains, instead of the diesel 
locomotives that are now used. 
 
If the plan encounters no hurdles, construction could start as early as 2015 and 
serve as a link in the northern part of the California High-Speed Rail system, 
which would run from San Diego to terminals in San Francisco and Sacramento. 
 
At a glance 
 
• WHAT: Altamont Corridor Rail Project open house 
 
• WHEN: 3 to 8 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
 
• WHERE: Tuesday, Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., in 
Livermore; Thursday, San Joaquin Council of Governments building, 555 E. 
Weber Ave., in Stockton  
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High-speed train could stop in Tracy
by TP staff report 
11.14.09 - 12:11 am 
STOCKTON — The public got its first glimpse Thursday afternoon of plans to 
build a $40 billion high-speed train from Los Angeles to San Francisco and 
Sacramento, with a connecting line that will stop somewhere in Tracy after it 
glides over the Altamont Pass. 
 
Over five hours, people trickled into the San Joaquin Council of Governments 
building on Weber Avenue in Stockton to mingle with rail officials and get a look 
at drawings and photos of trains, suggested timelines and maps of the proposed 
rail lines. 
 
Where exactly a bullet train would stop in Tracy is a decision that’s far from 
being made — and, in fact, comments from people at Thursday’s meeting and 
other future chances for people to chime in will influence where the platform 
goes. 
 
But it is possible the train could stop at Tracy’s soon-to-open downtown transit 
station, which for now will be the city’s bus hub. 
 
The state’s new high-speed rail authority fancies downtown train stops for the 
train’s route through the east side of the Central Valley. Bakersfield, Fresno, 
Merced, Stockton and Sacramento will all have downtown bullet-train stations, 
though the exact location of each has yet to be worked out. In Modesto, a 
downtown stop is one of two spots considered for that city’s train station. 
 
Downtown stations are favored in part to lift downtown economies that have 
drooped now for decades, said Dan Leavitt, deputy director of the Altamont 
Corridor Rail Project. 
 
Whether Tracy will have a downtown station depends partly upon what people 
want here — and partly on money. 
 
The rail authority estimates it will cost about $32 billion to build high-speed lines 
from downtown San Francisco to downtown Los Angeles, a trip expected to take 
about 2½ hours, as the train could top 200 mph. 
 
Bullet train officials will buy the right-of-way to build railroad tracks used 
exclusively by that train, which will increase its cost but also its speed. Through 
cities, it can be highly expensive to build, as tracks must be built either over 
existing streets or under them. 
 
First, officials must identify the route of the track so it can complete an 
environmental report to study its impacts. That alone is expected to take about 
three years, said Brent Ogden, the Altamont line project manager. 
 
Officials say people should be able to buy a bullet train ticket by 2019. 
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